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Many know Pat Donohue as the guitarist in The
Guys All-Star Shoe Band on Public Radio’s popular
A Prairie Home Companion, but that title does scant
justice to the man’s remarkable talents and achieve-
ments. An extraordinary picker who plays jazz, blues,
swing and folk with equal flair and often blends all
four in his music, Pat also is a great songwriter whose
compositions include dazzling instrumentals, droll par-
odies (“Would You Like to Play the Guitar”), insightful
tunes (“Road to Kingdom Come”), and funny, true rumi-
nations (“Stealin’ from Chet”). He has been a featured per-
former at major music festivals, recorded nine fine albums
on his own plus a couple with buddy Mike Dowling, and
received a Grammy Award for his contribution to Pink
Guitar, which featured acoustic guitar arrangements of
Henry Mancini songs. The late Chet Atkins called him
“one of the greatest fingerpickers in the world today.”

A versatile player like Pat needs a versatile guitar. So
when asked by Martin to collaborate on a Custom Edition
guitar that would bear his name, he – with some assis-
tance from John Woodland of Willie’s American Guitars
– came up with a unique new design that blends the OM
shape, scale and 14-fret configuration with a deeper body
depth (1/2” deeper at the end pin than an OM) and an
extra wide neck, plus appointments reminiscent of Mar-
tins from early in the 20th century. The Martin OM-30DB
Pat Donohue Custom Edition is that design
brought to life.

“I really like the OM design, but I
also like bass resonance, so I went
with a deeper body to get it,” Pat ex-
plained. “Many of the appointments
came from early Martins I’ve ad-
mired. I’m excited to combine all
these elements in a guitar of my own.”

The premium tonewoods on the
OM-30DB Pat Donohue Custom Edi-
tion are stellar. The back and sides are
East Indian rosewood for rich tone,
while the top is rare Adirondack
spruce for exceptional power
and clarity. Scalloped 1/4”
Adirondack spruce top braces
enhance its balance and dy-
namic range.

Evocative of wider-
necked Martin guitars from
the 1920s, the OM-30DB is
1 13/16” (at the nut) and
features a modified V contour
with diamond volute. The head-
stock is slotted with square slots
and is fitted with premium Waverly

brass tuners with small ivoroid keys. Another nod to the
1920s is the genuine ebony pyramid bridge with wide
– 2 5/16” – string spacing and a fossilized ivory saddle.

The appointments are similarly vintage inspired. In-
tricate multi-colored “parallelogram” Style 30 wood
marquetry encircles the top and compliments the Style
45 abalone pearl rosette. The Style 30 wood marquetry
backstrip looks spectacular against the rosewood.
Bound with grained ivoroid and accented with
black/white purfling, the East Indian rosewood head-
plate features the Martin torch inlay in abalone pearl;
the back of the headstock displays the historic Martin
pressure stamp. The grained ivoroid-bound ebony fin-
gerboard bears Style 30 position markers: a Style 45
snowflake at the 5th fret, two slotted squares at the 7th
fret and a Maltese cross at the 9th fret, plus Pat Dono-
hue’s “P D” initials at the 12th fret.

The nut, bridge pins and end pin are crafted from
genuine bone, with the latter two sporting abalone
pearl dots. Aging toner on the top highlights the OM
45 Style nitrate tortoise color pickguard and grained iv-
oroid body binding. Martin’s flawless polished gloss
lacquer finish on the body, neck and headplate enable
the OM-30DB Pat Donohue Custom Edition’s subtle
beauty to shine.

Pat Donohue has been obsessed with the guitar
since he first picked one up at age 12 in his

hometown of St. Paul, Minnesota. Among
his early influences were Delta blues
guitarists like Blind Lemon Jefferson
and Robert Johnson, and singer/song-
writers like Bob Dylan and Steve
Goodman.

After graduating from Marquette
University in 1975, Pat moved to Den-

ver, Colorado, and rapidly established a
reputation as one of the city’s top gui-

tarists. He was runner-up at the Na-
tional Fingerpicking Championship

in Winfield, Kansas in 1982 and
took top honors in 1983. In
1983, he returned to St. Paul
and two years later released his
first album, Manhattan to
Memphis. Within a few years,
he established his own record
label, Bluesky Records.

In 1993, Pat was asked to
join the house band at A Prairie

Home Companion and he has
been with the show ever since,

providing tasty accompaniment for a
“who’s who” of folk and roots musi-
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cians. He also appeared on-screen in A Prairie Home Com-
panion, the movie by Director Robert Altman based on the
radio show.

In addition to performing on A Prairie Home Companion,
he plays approximately 30 concerts a year, records a new
album every couple of years, creates an occasional instruc-
tional or performance video and teaches guitar at various
music camps across the country. Pat’s latest album is Free-
wayman, a collection of original solo instrumentals – plus a
couple of classics – that received fine reviews on its release in
early 2008.

Delivered in a special Geib™ style hardshell case, each
Martin OM-30DB Pat Donohue Custom Edition guitar bears
an interior label personally signed by Pat Donohue and num-
bered in sequence. The OM-30DB Pat Donohue Custom Edi-
tion may be ordered with a 1935 style or other Martin
sunburst top for an additional fee; a left-handed version is
available at no additional charge. Authorized C. F. Martin &
Co. dealers will begin taking orders for the OM-30DB Pat
Donohue Custom Edition immediately. �

A magnificent guitarist deserves a magnificent guitar. The OM-
30DB Pat Donohue Signature Edition blends the versatility of
an Adirondack-topped Orchestra Model with an extra half
inch of increased body depth, yielding remarkable tonal
warmth, power and projection.
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PAT DONOHUE CUSTOM SIGNATURE EDITION – SPECIFICATIONS

MODEL: OM-30DB Pat Donohue Custom Signature Edition
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 1/2” Deeper Body Depth Than Standard OM
CONSTRUCTION: Dovetail Full Gloss
BODY SIZE: 000 – Orchestra Model
TOP: Adirondack Spruce
ROSETTE: Style 45, Inlaid With Abalone Pearl
TOP BRACES: Adirondack Spruce, Scalloped, 1/4” Width
BACK: East Indian Rosewood, 2 Piece
BACK PURFLING: Style 30 Colored Wood Marquetry
CAUTION STAMP: “C. F. Martin & Co., Nazareth, PA” Stamping

Between 1st and 2nd Back Braces
BLOCK TO READ: (Laser Etched Martin Logo)

Pat Donohue
CUSTOM

Serial Number
SIDES: East Indian Rosewood
RIBBON: Spanish Cedar
END PIECE: Grained Ivoroid With .0325" Black/White Inlay
BINDING: Grained Ivoroid (5/16" Height)

With Multi-colored Wood Purfling - Style 30
BACK INLAY: .0325" Black/White (Black Faces Ivoroid)
NECK: Genuine Mahogany (Deeper Heel Depth)
NECK SHAPE: Modified V Profile With Diamond Volute
TRUSS ROD: Two Way Adjustable
HEADSTOCK: Slotted Square Tapered With Square Slots
HEADPLATE: East Indian Rosewood With Martin Torch Inlay,

Martin Stamp On Back Of Headstock
HEADSTOCK BINDING: Grained Ivoroid With .0325" Black/White Inlay
HEELCAP: Grained Ivoroid
NUT: Genuine Bone
FINGERBOARD: Genuine Ebony
SCALE LENGTH: 25.4"
# OF FRETS CLEAR: 14
# OF FRETS TOTAL: 20
FINGERBOARD WIDTH AT NUT: 1 13/16"
FINGERBOARD WIDTH AT 12th FRET: 2 5/16”
SIDE POSITION DOTS: Abalone, 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th, double at 12th, 15th, 17th.
FINGERBOARD BINDING: Grained Ivoroid, Mitered (No Inlay)
FINGERBOARD INLAYS: Style 30 As Follows:

Style 45 Snowflake At 5th Fret, Two Slotted Squares at 7th Fret
One Maltese at 9th Fret, “P” & “D” at 12th Fret

FINISH BODY: Polished Gloss Lacquer, Dark Filler
FINISH TOP: Polished Gloss Lacquer, Aging Toner, Mask Pearl Only
FINISH NECK: Polished Neck Complete, Dark Mahogany Stain & Filler
BRIDGE: Genuine Ebony, Pyramid Style, 2 5/16" Spacing
SADDLE: Fossilized Ivory, Drop In Style To Accommodate Electronics
TUNING MACHINES: Waverly Brass 3500 With Small Ivoroid Knobs
STRINGS: MSP-4100 Light Gauge Phosphor Bronze
BRIDGE & END PINS: Bone Bridge Pins With Abalone dots.
PICKGUARD: Delmar Nitrate Tortoise Color, Polished & Beveled
CASE: Geib™ Style Vintage Series #533 Hardshell Case With Cabernet Interior
INTERIOR LABEL(S): Personally Signed By Pat Donohue, Numbered In Sequence Without Total
NO CHARGE OPTIONS: Lefthanded At No Additional Charge
CHARGED OPTIONS: 1935 Sunburst or Other Sunburst Options,

Choice Of Various Electronic Installation Packages

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE
$6799.00

This model may be ordered
through your local

Authorized Martin Dealership

“I really like the OM design, but I
also like bass resonance, so I went
with a deeper body to get it. Many of
the appointments came from early
Martins I’ve admired. I’m excited to
combine all these elements in a gui-
tar of my own.”
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